McDonagh
Galway ~ Gorbals ~ Saltmarket Gallowgate ~ Calton

Family Tree
(Part 1)

The following publication charts the McDonagh family tree from 1853 to the
present day. Over five years of primary research, inclusive of oral history,
analysis of Poor Relief archives and genealogical documents, have been
invested into charting this history.
The main focus of this research was to shed light on the first generation of the
McDonagh's who came direct from Ireland before focussing on the Scottish born
second generation. It was then to find out as much of the social history of these
generations as was possible. Largely, this has been achieved (See Bartholomew
McDonough and children section). This research tells us who, where and when
these folk of ours landed and lived in Glasgow. The 3rd generation of
McDonagh's on Scottish soil is covered less extensively but there is a focus on
one direct descendent, Stephen McDonagh (1920-1981). There is no focus on
the 4th and 5th generations as they are both largely current and represent
personal histories which are more easily identifiable.
Lastly, there is an attempt to fully contextualise the biographies of some of the
family members with the inclusion of a social history of Glasgow. This includes
comments on housing, poverty, inequalities, employment and war. All of which
have been fully researched with references available.
I hope you enjoy.
Sean.

Family names at a glance.

The names in bold and underlined are our direct male descendents.
Patrick McDonough / Anne Sanledger
(born: c1825 - 1835)

Bartholomew McDonough
(1853/1858 - 1934)
and Bridget McDonough (Connolly)
(1860/62 - 1953)

Note that from this point on all of the family are Scottish born
Patrick (1883) John (1883) Annie (1886) Bartholomew (1888)
Hugh (1889) Stephen (1890) Joseph/Winifred (1893) Mary (1895)
Martin (1897) Thomas (1900) Roderick (1903) James (1905)

The image below is of the burial plot of Bartholomew McDonough and others from the family.
This is the first known burial plot of our McDonagh's anywhere in Scotland and was recently
discovered in April 2020.
Bartholomew was known by several names:
Bart, Bartly, Bartley, Barclay and Barth. He takes members of the family (Annie, Thomas,
James and Roderick) off to Montreal in 1922 onboard the 'Sicilian', a 732 passenger ship and
captained by a Mr. Freer. Quite an apt name for a captain of a migrant ship! It becomes clear
that this voyage was a short one for the McDonough's as further family records (birth, deaths
and marriage) prove that these McDonough's lived, married and died in Britain. With the
exception of Roderick who later migrates to Fremantle, Perth, in Western Australia. See pg 66
for further details of this.

This is an image of the S.S. Sicilian around 1911
Bart is listed as a Masons Labourer, Labourer and simply as a Mason on various birth
certificates, census returns and his poor law application record (1914). He applies for poor relief
at a time when there was some sort of early 'welfare state' on account of the Liberal Welfare
Reforms of 1906-1911. These Reforms introduced things like sickness insurance, pensions and
a staggered monetary relief funding for the short term unemployed, as well as early job centres
called Labour Exchanges.
Bart applies three times for relief. Firstly, on the 21/08/1914 (aged 61 - 65) where he is granted
'relief' for being temporarily idle but he eventually refuses this, most likely due to one of his ten
boys helping him out or because he found employment.
He applies again in both 1922 and 1925 and is considered eligible for 'able bodied
unemployment relief'. It's important to note that each time he applies he still has children living in
the residence (1914: 4 Steel St, 1922/25: 141 Gallowgate) and it is also important to note that
he applies for what is essentially unemployment benefit and not poor persons relief. In the latter
case, it would be either a poor person's hospital or a poorhouse where he would have ended up.
An altogether much more depressing and distressing form of relief.
Bartholomew marries Bridget (also known as Delia - the name Bridget is actually derived from
the Latin Bedelia) as is detailed below, they married on Hogmanay 1879 in the now gone St.
John's RC Church, in Portugal Street of the Gorbals.
The images below are of the internal and external of the Church. The internal image dates from
1917 with the external one dating much later. Note the 'modern housing' development in the
background.

Internal of St. Johns RC in 55 Portugal Street, Gorbals,
showing the very altar where Bartholomew and Bridget were married on 31/12/1879

First four lines of text: Marriage entry of Bartholomew McDonough and Bridget Connelly taken from Roman Catholic
registrar archives, 31/12/1880 in the presence of witnesses John Falon (Folan?) and Ellen Ellis

Known Residences of Bartholomew and Bridget
106 West Street, Kingston,
1881
178 Sth Wellington St Gorbals,
1883
22 Portugal St, Gorbals,
1891
46 Dale Street, (Now Tradeston St) Tradeston, 1895-1897
221 Main St, Gorbals,
1897
4 Steel St, Saltmarket,
1914
Flat 37, 141 Gallowgate,
1914c to 1960s

The closes of 3 - 7 Steel Street and the corner of 143 Saltmarket, 1902c. Note that the McDonagh's stayed in 4 Steel
St up to 1914.

Coggans’ Bar (Tolbooth Bar currently) during the First World War. A drinking establishment likely frequented by the
early 2othC McDonagh’s.

Children
(Great grandfather's generation)
Patrick McDonough (1883 - 04/01/1962)
Married to Anne Little who died in 1948.
Both moved and lived in Dunoon before Patrick came back after his wife died.
At the time of his death he was registered as living at 135 Forbes Street.
Was a stone mason, same as his dad, Bartholomew.
Had at least three sons, one called Bartholomew (most likely the eldest - 12/08/1904 - 01/1968)
and another initialed 'W', the other called Thomas.

John McDonough (12/11/1883 - 14/02/1953)
Family address at time of birth is 178 South Wellington St (now Lawmoor St), Gorbals.
Employed as a railway clerk, registered as single.
Address at time of death listed as 141 Gallowgate, residence of Father.
Death certificate signed by brother Thomas, appears to confirm lack of children.
John is also buried in the aforementioned St Kentigerns plot.
Annie McDonough (02/01/1886 - 23/03/1969)
Address is listed as 46 Dale St, Gorbals, at time of birth and is listed as 141 Gallowgate at time
of death.
She is buried in the same plot as Bartholomew McDonagh Sr, her dad, in St. Kentigerns.
She has at least one son, Andrew McDonagh, who signs the death certificate. She resides in
Gartloch Hospital at time of death. The death certificate states chronic renal disease, respiratory
failure and anaemia as the causes of death.

Bartholomew McDonough (23/05/1888 - 05/07/1969)
Marries Anne Jayne Byrne in St. Alphonsus RC on 21/12/1908 and he is listed as a van driver
whilst his wife is a hair factory worker. His address at time of marriage, 1908, is 50 Charlotte St,
Calton. He is also listed as a carter in 1909.

30 Charlotte St, Calton, April 1912. Bartholomew's house at number 50 in 1908 wouldn't have looked too different.

He is listed as staying in Pall Cottage in St. Catherine's, Argylleshire, at the time of his son's
birth in 1909. St Catherine's is also home to the 'mightiest conifer in Europe' and sits on the
banks of Loch Fyne. All of which must have represented quite a drastic change from the
belching Industrial inferno of Glasgow that he had previously been used to.
His death is registered in Dunoon, Argylleshire and his address is listed as 6 Regent Terrace.
They have a son, Paul McDonagh (30/12/1909 - 07/08/1975: Stephen McDonagh, 1920 - 1981,
generation). Paul McDonagh marries Rebecca Moore in a non religious ceremony in
Blythswood Registrar on 03/01/1939 but their address is listed as Dunfillan Boarding House
(West Bay, Dunoon). It appears they popped through to Glasgow to get married.
They have a son, Paul, (27/12/1941 - 28/12/1941) who tragically dies after one day.
At this time, their address is listed as 'Struan Lodge', Dunoon.
Prior to this they had a daughter called Anne Jane McDonagh (07/1940) and again, the address
is listed as 'Struan Lodge'.

